
A Remnant 
Revelation 7.1-8 

1. Judgment is in the hands of God (vv.1-2). 
“After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the 
earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind 
might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. Then I saw 
another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the 
seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the 
four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea,” 

“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged 
by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were 
judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was 
not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire.”                                            (Rev 20:12–15 ESV) 

2. God commands a delay (vv.2-3). 
“Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, 
with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice 
to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth 
and sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, 
until we have sealed the servants of our God on their 
foreheads.” 

“They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green 
plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have the 
seal of God on their foreheads.”      (Rev 9:4 ESV) 

“He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee.”        (2 Cor 5:5 ESV) 

3. God seals 144,000 Jews (vv.4-8). 
“And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from 
every tribe of the sons of Israel: 12,000 from the tribe of Judah 
were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from the 
tribe of Gad, 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the 
tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 12,000 
from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 
from the tribe of Issachar, 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of 
Benjamin were sealed.” 

“It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for 
they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he 
goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits 
for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for 
they are blameless.”      (Rev 14:4–5 ESV) 

“God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you 
not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to 
God against Israel? “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they 
have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek 
my life.” But what is God’s reply to him? “I have kept for myself 
seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 
So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 
But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; 
otherwise grace would no longer be grace.”  (Rom 11:2–6 ESV)


